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President's Report
Erika Sklar, MAHU President
I am very excited and honored to be your 20192020 MAHU president. I have already hit the
ground running since July by attending our National
Conference and Region III meeting. It was great to
meet such wonderful agents and carrier
representatives from other states. Such devoted
leaders that care about our industry. Other states
face some of the same challenges in our industry,
and I will be reaching out to them for ideas.
We held our State strategic planning session to
determine our goals for the upcoming year. Our back to basics plan is focusing on
Membership, Legislative Focus and Chapter support. Membership is very
important this year. Our members can speak with one voice at the state level as well
in Washington. That is why it is so important to spread the word about NAHU. We
are still determining our state legislative focus as the legislators come back from
break. We will also help with chapter support. There are some new faces in
leadership roles throughout the four chapters with fantastic ideas! The state is
hoping to bring some operational consistencies, so chapters don'thave to "reinvent
the wheel" every year.
We already held our annual event called CE CON. A CE convention in Lansing to
serve agents in the area. Thank you to all our sponsors for a great event!
I have an amazing board and we are ready to tackle our plan! Have a safe Labor
Day!
Erika Sklar, President

Legislative Update
Cathy Cooper & Marlayna Malvich
MAHU Legislative Chairs
Ryan Burtka, MAHU Lobbyist
At the federal level, after the House of Representatives
passed H.R. 748 to repeal to the Cadillac Tax with an
overwhelming majority of 419 to 6, the Senate has yet to take action on the issue.
Both Michigan Senators Stabenow and Peters have co-sponsored similar
legislation to repeal the tax.

The Trump administration also released guidance on the importation of
pharmaceutical drugs from Canada. How that guidance will be enforced or whether
it has any impact on drug prices is still being examined by federal agencies.
Surprise Billing legislation continues at both the state and the federal level.
Competing bills S 1895 and 1531 differ on including the use of arbitration to settle
payment disputes between insurance companies and out of network providers. At
the state level, HB 4459 and 4460 address surprise by requiring providers to notify
patients if they are out of network prior to a scheduled procedure and allow for
reimbursement based on an enhanced Medicare rate when services are provided
by an out of network provider in an emergency or without patient consent. With
continued inaction in Congress on the issue, state passage of HB 4459 and 4460
will be part of MAHU's legislation agenda this fall.
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Stand Out - Apply for LPRT Today
Distinguish yourself from the rest of the crowd.
The Leading Producers Round Table (LPRT) formed in
1942 to recognize the successful underwriters of accident
and health insurance. Today, the LPRT committee is
committed to making LPRT the premier program for top
health, disability, long-term care and worksite marketing insurance producers,
carrier reps, carrier management, and general agency/agency managers.
You can find the Qualifying Requirements here.
Find out what you need to apply for LPRT here.
Are you already a qualifier? Take advantages of your benefits .

NEW MEDICARE PLAN FINDER WEBINAR
This webinar will preview and walk through Plan Finder updates that are planned for
the Annual Enrollment Period (AEP).
To register for this webinar,
September 5, 2019 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. ET
goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1258784&tp_key=53eabd72e7
Upon registration, you'll get an email and have the option to add the event to your
calendar.
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
MEDICARE PLAN FINDER UPDATE AND MEDICARE BLUE BUTTON 2.0
Dear Members
This Special Announcement is concerning the Medicare Plan Finder (MPF) and the
Medicare Blue Button 2.0. There are major changes coming that will impact your

business and what you need to be aware of. READ MORE

Michigan Association of Health Underwriters
We are an association of health insurance professionals who specialize in the
delivery of individual and group insurance products. Our focus is to improve our
health care system here in our state.
We represent our local chapters, clients, the insureds, and work to make health
insurance more affordable and accessible for our state's residents. By educating our
elected officials, we strive to avoid unnecessary legislation and the unintended
consequences that often follows increased governmental involvement.

