MAHU Board Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, February 6, 2006

Full Board Meeting

10:00 am – 2:00 pm

CKR, Inc.

124 W. Allegan

Suite 1700

Lansing, MI  48933


1. Opening of Meeting – Roll Call

Present: Mike Embry, Dan Blakemore, Paul Goldman, Dave Cluley, Michael Burdo, Steve Wisneski, Cindi Crandall, Richard Duffield, Suzy Alberts, Jackie Letts, Mary Balaythy, Pat Pennefather

Executive Director: Mary Lay

Excused: Nicole Rodriguez

Guests: Vickey Fabbo (Mid-Michigan), Gary Reed of CKR, and Lou Reginelli, Region 3 Education Chair

2. President’s Report – Mike 

· Open Board Positions – Technology (Marcy handling most of this), Awards and Education

· Adopt a Local program

· OFIS Review of Licensing Examination Workshops – January 17, 2007 – Mike B – reviewed life portion – over 600 sections – several OFIS regulators have no idea of the health insurance industry – OFIS looking at a new testing vendor

· South Central AHU Update – kick off meeting scheduled for March 27th from 4:00 to 6:00 pm with Ginger Safford and speaker from Zingerman’s Deli – goal is 50 attendees

· Tri-City chapter – informational meeting scheduled for February 20th from 8:00 to 9:30 am with Linda Erlenbach – 22 people have RSVP’d with 8 others indicating interest but unable to attend

· Mike Embry has secured all financial records for South Central and new signature cards are being signed to transfer check writing authority

· Mid-Michigan – major issues with leadership succession and new member recruitment – suggestions offered regarding soliciting via personal invitation into leadership as well as alternate funding from the state to encourage attendance of potential leaders at national events – Ginger Safford willing to meet with Mid-Michigan board and some state board members to brainstorm on recruiting ideas

· Region 3 meeting in Louisville – date and location TBD; most likely August

· Checks from Karl Albrecht – checks dating from 2000 that Karl had been sent totaling slightly more than $3800 – need to be reissued due to their age

· NAHU History narrative – copy provided by Karl Albrecht – Marcy will try to post on web site

· Unethical agent activity in West Michigan – BCBS has terminated contract of agent in question – a complaint has been filed with OFIS, and found to be without merit – OFIS has closed the file – there was an alleged fraud, forgery, and release of HIPAA protected information – state and federal regulatory agencies have been notified – no further information is available at this time

3. President Elect Report – Nicole

· Chamber of Commerce Initiative – Michael Burdo has been invited to sit on the Health Policy Committee of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce

4. Secretary’s Report – Dave:  

· Approval of minutes from December 2006 Full Board meeting – motion to accept by Pat Pennefather and seconded by Paul Goldman – unanimous approval

· Review of E-Board Meeting from January 2007 – no comments

5. Treasurer’s Report – Pat & Marcy

· Approval of current financials – motion to accept by Dan Blakemore and second by Suzy Alberts – unanimous acceptance

· Budget discussion and approval – major source of additional revenue generation focuses on selling advertising on the web site and in the newsletter – a $15 dues increase was approved with an effective date of 1/1/07 – there is also a projected conservative increase in membership (10 net new members) and MIGRIP fundraising (12% increase) – discussion about search firms posting openings on the web site in exchange for a fee – motion to accept budget as presented by Suzy Alberts and seconded by Richard Duffield – unanimous approval

· Funding for Capitol Conference – please get receipts to Marcy within 60 days.

6. Committee Reports:

· Education – Lou Reginelli – Region 3 Education Chair – focus is on communications and programs – Region 3 chairs do a good job in communicating what is happening in the region – national web seminars are a great learning opportunity – lots of resources are available on the NAHU web site – Lou is available as a resource to help in any way he can – The American College has postponed sale of the RHU and REBC designations – leadership meetings moved to Monday before the regional meetings at Convention – full afternoon allocated to education on Tuesday – will provide CE credits – West Michigan is now approved by OFIS as a CE provider

· Membership – Paul - at present time membership is down to 573.  We had 19 lapsed members in December and 45 prospects.  Paul will dole the lists out to local chapters for follow up.
· Legislative – Mike

· Update on changes in procedures for Legislative monitoring - The leg committee began coding introduced legislation.  HB 4012 Neutral, SB 41 & SB 42 - SUPPORT, SB 1-Opposed (need more information)
· BCBSM Experience rating for 51 – 99 market – essentially a done deal – no further discussion

· Michigan Business Tax Plan – various funding proposals are being considered – more information to follow when state budget is announced in two days

· Cancer Vaccination Bills - HPV bills were introduced last week in both the Senate and the House.  CKR is researching these bills for any insurance tie.  Michael and his committee will review and report.
· MAIA Collaboration – Dave – Meeting set with Bob Pierce for February 27th 

· Meet with new legislators – Marcy – now that committee chairs are set, meetings will begin being scheduled 
· A bill (SB 87) was introduced last week that is the "Walmart" type bill seen

in other states.  Michael and Gary will follow that legislation.
· Representative Cushingberry will be introducing HB 4202 today in the

Michigan House of Representatives.  The bill is a single payer bill.  Discussion was held, with little or no info on the bill available.  Gary Reed discussed the new political landscape and the possibility of this bill passing the House.  Michael and Gary will begin planning legislative visits with key committee members and will obtain necessary info on this bill.
7. Old Business:

· Website updates – Marcy – no changes

· Website Advertising - Patrick and Marcy will work to create a contract and brochure outlining the approved advertising campaign.  Discussion was held

regarding the "employment posting" section that Marcy created.  It was determined and approved that $25 fee for 30 days or $50 fee for 3 month per listing will go into effect immediately.

· Newsletter – Marcy - the 2nd e-News is set to be sent to membership the week of  November 12th
8. New Business:

· Capitol Day, as it has been known in the past will be completely revamped this year.  Plans that include CE credits, vendors, luncheon speaker, legislative update, MAHU update and legislative cocktail reception were discussed.  More plans will follow.  This event will be held in September of this year.

· Discussion was held regarding the proposed NAHU dues increase.

· Suzy Alberts gave the LPRT update.  Last year there were over 800 eligible

qualifiers.  Much attention and push for members to participate was discussed.  A separate email blast will go out to membership regarding the application process.

9. Chapter Reports - none

10. Adjournment  - motion by Burdo and seconded by Pennefather - unanimous

·  Next meeting is an E-board Meeting in Grand Rapids on March 7, 2007

· Next full Board meeting is April 3, 2007 in Lansing.

