MAHU Board Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 1, 2008

CKR Office - Lansing

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
1. Opening of Meeting – Roll Call
Present: Mike Embry, Pat Pennefather, Dan Blakemore, Lou Reginelli, Cathy Ficara, 
Cindi Crandall, Marcy Lay, Dave Cluley, Tiffany Otis, John Woodward, Kelley 
Monterusso (phone), Gary Reed
Excused: Richard Duffield, Jackie Letts, Nicole Rodrigues, Val Cramer
Unexcused: Pat McLaughlin, Scott Doherty

2. Thank you letter from Dave Cluley was read (flowers for father's funeral).
Letter from Senator Gilda Jacobs was read thanking Mike, Pat & Dave for testifying before the Senate Health Policy Committee

3. President’s Report – Pat (acting in Nicole’s absence)
· Nicole will have 2 more meetings before stepping down as President.  Pat threw out the idea of changing the nomination process for the State Board.  He introduced the idea of asking for nominations to the Secretary position from general membership, throwing those names on the ballot and taking full member vote.  Discussion was held.  It was agreed that we would do a USPS mailing with the nomination information, a member update form along with a committee description and committee sign up form.  Dan Blakemore moved to appropriate $700 towards this mailing allowing us to serve three purposes: 1) nominations for state board, 2) committee description and sign up information (these committee sign ups will be forwarded down to local level), and  3)  clean up our membership database.  Mike Embry seconded.  Motion passed with 8 votes in favor, 0 opposition or abstentions. Mike and Pat agreed to draft the letter.
4. President Elect Report – Pat

P&P for distribution of MAHU member mailing list/contact information – We don’t want to dilute the value of what we send or have members inundated with a bunch of solicitations. New policy: Any request for a membership list will be reviewed by the full state board on a case by case basis. Requests for the list must be submitted in writing to the MAHU president in care of the executive director. In the absence of this process, no list will be provided. Marcy will send a copy of the new P&P along with a letter of explanation. Mike will follow up on the request from My Basic Guru and let them know they cannot have the list.
5. Secretary’s Report – Tiffany – previous meeting’s minutes submitted. Motion to approve made by Dave Cluley and seconded by Cathy Ficara. Passed.
6. Treasurer’s Report – Dave
· Advertising campaign bringing in badly needed revenue - $21,200 in already. Budgeted $29K so we’re getting. Awaiting $1500 from Priority Health. Destiny Health and Aetna will not be sponsoring. 

· We have a new CPA for our taxes this year. (Metro Detroit’s CPA) Estimated expense will be $500-1000 total cost. We budgeted $750 for income tax. 

· P&L sheet presented. Mike made a motion to approve and Tiffany seconded. The motion passed.

7. Legislative – Mike Embry

· Marcy asked us to review the website for new information. First Health Insurance website – Illinois AHU partnered with AHIP on a matrix of health plan options. Mike is looking for more information on how they did this and has a call in to Megan Mamarella to discuss further.
· Senate is in recess. There was no hearing last week on IMR because the session ran long. There should be a hearing in a couple weeks (week of 4/14). Another set of substitute bills are likely to be introduced. Sen. Jason Allen is an advocate for BCBSM, while Sen. Tom George is vehemently opposed to BCBSM’s position. Gary has spoken with both. Sen. George and Sen. Allen got together with Sen. Bishop and by the end of April there will be a vote out of committee. All groups will have an opportunity to testify although time will be minimal. Sen. George’s bills will be used as a reference point to build upon. Sen. Allen will offer up an amendment around the high risk pool. Sen. Patterson is also working on a number of amendments. Sen. Sanborn will present an amendment regarding the Accident Fund. Oversight and administration of the high risk pool will probably end up in the substitute bills. We’ve held steady on our 5 points. They are noted on the MAHU website. Pat, Mike and Dave were commended by Gary for their expert testimony.
· John noted that some local members have expressed disappointment in the fact that MAHU hasn’t taken a position. We are helping to influence the legislation with our testimony and it should be noted that this was the first time that MAHU was invited to testify before the Senate. (We were the only group invited to speak.) It’s important to remember that we are “setting the stage for tomorrow and preparing for the big fight.”

8. Membership Report

· Cindi distributed the lapsed member report and the membership snapshot for the last couple months. Presently, we are up 4 members across the state.
· Cathy recommended that Cindi consider holding monthly membership calls with chairs from each local.

· Patrick Malaak of Aetna is willing to contribute $50 for new memberships? Check with John on what this means exactly. Warner Pacific is also doing something similar.

· John will have his membership chair follow up with Cindi by April 21st.

9. Communications – no report – Jacki was excused.

10. Education – Lou Reginelli (NAHU Education Update – Region III) and Cathy Ficara

· The Education Committee has been extremely busy since July. Feedback was that we wanted information in a centralized location on the website. Created “Education Toolkit” and making sure that what they do is acceptable and useful at the state and local levels. Now communicating better than ever with state and local chapters. Emails to RVPs, state and local presidents and president-elects, as well as state and local education directors. Instead of having conference calls in region 3, Lou makes personal phone calls to each of the state directors. Have to make sure they are following through with the local chapters. Put together duties and director responsibilities, expo guidebook and other items.
· Web seminars will continue and online RHU course has been a great success. Two new ones coming on in April. Looking at REBC too.

· Cathy wants each local president to provide her the names of the local program and education chair(s). She also asked Lou for a list of Michigan members that are participating in online courses. MAHU has been asked to take a position on the Michigan board for continuing education credits. Cathy is applying and will coordinate with Marcy on completing the application.

· Speakers Bureau came up at the leadership training at Capitol Conference. Lou wants our feedback as well, preferably before July 1.
11. HUPAC – Val Cramer

12. Awards – Kelley Monterusso

13. Local Chair Reports

· MDAHU

· WMAHU

· NMAHU

· SCMAHU

· MMAHU

14. Old Business:

· Michigan Party Update

15. Executive Director Report

· Newsletter – Marcy is still seeking articles and will contact individuals for assignments, as needed.

· Advertising
16. New Business:

· Russ Childers has approached Dave about being a Vice Chair/National Legislative Chair during his term. Dave applied, and if selected, will have a conflict with his presidency of MAHU. Further discussion may be warranted after Russ reaches a decision.

17. Adjournment 

